Viking Settlements
Year 4

Who were the Vikings?
The Viking age in European history was from
about 700CE to 1100CE. During this period,
many Vikings left their homelands in
Scandinavia and travelled by longboat to other
countries, like Britain and Ireland.
When the people of Britain first saw the Viking
long boats they came down to the shore to
welcome them. However, the Vikings fought the
local people, stealing from churches and
burning buildings to the ground.
The people of Britain called the invaders
'Danes', but they came from Norway and
Sweden as well as Denmark.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zjcxwty

Where did they settle?
Vikings travelled from
Scandinavia to Britain. They
mostly settled in the Danelaw,
to the north and east of
England.
Some Norwegian Vikings or
'Norse' sailed to Scotland.
They made settlements in the
north, and on the Shetland
and Orkney Islands.
Vikings also settled on the Isle
of Man and often raided
Wales, but few made homes
there. In Ireland, the Vikings
founded the city of Dublin.

Viking HousesLong houses
The Vikings built their houses from
local material such as wood, stone
or blocks of turf. They lived in long
rectangular houses made with
upright timbers (wood). The walls
were made of wattle (woven sticks,
covered with mud to keep out the
wind and rain). Viking houses were
often one room homes with a
cooking fire in the middle. The smoke
escaped through a hole in the
roof. Animals and people lived in the
same building. The animals lived in
a byre at one end of the house and
the people lived at the other.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrthfg
8- this video will give you a good look
into what the long houses looked like on
the inside.

Viking houses were often found in the countryside - in cities such as York
would have been smaller.

The walls were
made of wattle
(sticks woven
together and
covered with
mud).

The roofs were
thatched (covered in
straw).

Longhouses were made
of wood, stone or turf
(blocks of layers of
grass with the soil still
on), depending on what
was available in the
area.

The floor level was sometimes dug below ground level to keep
out draughts.

Inside a Longhouse
The inside of a longhouse must have been noisy and smelly!
At one end of the longhouse, there would have been a barn area. A
family’s animals would be kept there to protect them from cattle thieves and
to shelter them from the cold winter weather.
Crops could also have been stored in the barn area.

Photo courtesy of Carrotflower Productions International (@flickr.com) - granted under
creative commons licence – attribution

The Centre of a Longhouse
In the centre of a longhouse, there would have
been a fire. This fire provided heating, lighting
and it was used to cook food too.
There were no chimneys or windows
so the house would be quite smoky.
The fire would be lit constantly.

Photo courtesy of Vrangtante Brun (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence –
attribution

Photo courtesy of ajfryatt (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution

Furniture in a Longhouse

Benches would have been built
into the walls of a longhouse.
These benches would have been
used for sitting on during the
day and sleeping on at night.
A loom would also be found
inside a longhouse. It would be
used for weaving.

Activities:
- Create a fact file about the Vikings longhouses,
you could use the information from this power
point, or could do some more of your own
research. This could be represented in a booklet,
poster or even power point!
- Design and make your own Viking long house.
The next slide has some different ways you
could try and make these.
We would love to see your work on dojo! J

Some ideas:

